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                 Media release
Swap something old for something new at <insert council name>’s Big Aussie Swap

After a hugely successful first year in 2009, Planet Ark is bringing back The Big Aussie Swap for 2010!

As the major public event of National Recycling Week, The Big Aussie Swap is an event for people to exchange items they may no longer need or want, instead of throwing them away. Participants exchange their unwanted goods for tokens that can then be used to ‘purchase’ pre‐loved goods that have been brought by other participants.

Throughout the week of November 8 – 14, Big Aussie Swap parties will be held in cities and towns across Australia.

<Insert area> residents are encouraged to clean out their cupboards and bring along their good quality, unwanted <insert swappable items> to swap at <Insert council name>’s Big Aussie Swap on <insert date> at <insert location>. All the action starts at <insert swap party time> but residents can exchange their items for tokens from <insert registration time>. 

Swap parties promote reuse so are great for the environment and they’re also a fun way to get new things for free which is good for the hip pocket.

“As well as saving you money, swap parties save resources, divert materials from landfill and reduce carbon dioxide emissions,” says <insert spokesperson title> <insert spokesperson name>. “Swapping a suitcase of clothes can save enough energy to run a TV non-stop for around 2 years.” 

“Last year we had almost 50 Big Aussie Swap events take place around Australia,” says Planet Ark’s Manager of Recycling Programs, Janet Sparrow. “Together participants saved over 6,400 items from going to landfill”. 

<Insert area> workplaces and schools are also encouraged to join the swapping sensation by referring to Planet Ark’s Big Aussie Swap Survival Guide which provides tips for hosting an event. “It’s really very easy to host your own swap party. Simply decide on what you want participants to swap, arrange a time and place for the party, then invite students or colleagues to bring along their pre-loved possessions,” says Sparrow. “Swap parties can also be a great fundraiser for schools.”

Residents who attend <insert council name>’s Big Aussie Swap will go into the draw to win a Green prize pack containing Orange Power cleaning products, a Varta mini-charger and other sustainable solutions for the home.  

To find your nearest Big Aussie Swap event, to download a copy of Planet Ark’s Swap Party Survival Guide or for more information on recycling or National Recycling Week, go to RecyclingWeek.PlanetArk.org or call the National Recycling Hotline on 1300 733 712. 
National Recycling Week is kindly supported by Orange Power, ‘Cartridges 4 Planet Ark’, Varta Rechargeable Batteries and The Aluminium Can Group.
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