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<Insert date here>						      		Media Release

<Insert council name> eyeballs e-waste this 
National Recycling Week

This National Recycling Week (November 8 – 14) <insert council name> has e-waste in its sights.  

Together with environment group Planet Ark, <insert council name> is encouraging residents to round-up their used and unwanted batteries, printer cartridges and mobile phones and take them to local collection points for recycling. 

“About 8,000 tonnes of household batteries end up in landfill each year making them one of the most common forms of hazardous waste disposed of by Australian households,” says <insert spokesperson title>, <insert spokesperson name>. “As well as eliminating the risk of landfill environmental contamination, recycling electronic products saves resources as many of the heavy metals contained within these items can be recovered and used to make new products.”

<Insert area> residents can find local battery recycling options on the <insert Council name> page of Planet Ark’s RecyclingNearYou.com.au website – a service which provides reuse, recycling and safe disposal information for more than 32 different materials ranging from aluminium cans to x-ray film.    

“Of the 1,400 e-waste recycling enquiries which Planet Ark receives each day, over 800 relate to household batteries, printer cartridges and mobile phones,” says Planet Ark’s Manager of Recycling Programs, Janet Sparrow. “We’re really pleased to see so many Australians actively searching for e-waste recycling solutions and we encourage <insert area> residents who are unsure how to recycle their electronic products to visit Recycling Near You.” 

“Australia Post offers free recycling of printer cartridges and mobile phones through the ‘Cartridges 4 Planet Ark’ and MobileMuster programs,” says Sparrow.  “To recycle your used printer cartridges, place them in the ‘Cartridges 4 Planet Ark’ recycling bins located in store. Mobile phones and accessories can be placed in a MobileMuster Reply Paid satchel which <insert area> residents can collect at the counter and post in any street posting box.” 

For further information about any of Planet Ark’s National Recycling Week initiatives, visit RecyclingWeek.PlanetArk.org or call the National Recycling Hotline on 1300 733 712.

National Recycling Week is kindly supported by Orange Power, ‘Cartridges 4 Planet Ark’, Varta Rechargeable Batteries and The Aluminium Can Group.
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